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THE WHITE HOUSE  

WASHINGTON  

 

April 15, 2005  

 

HOMELAND SECURTY PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE HSPD-14 

NATIONAL SECURITY PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE NSPD-43 

 

 

Subject: Domestic Nuclear Detection 

 

(1) To protect against the unauthorized importation, possession, storage, transportation, 

development, or use of a nuclear explosive device, fissile material, or radiological material in 

the United States, and to protect against attack using such devices or materials against the 

people, territory, or interests of the United States, it is the policy of the United States to:  

(a) Continue to develop, deploy, and enhance national nuclear and radiological 

detection capabilities in an effort to better detect, report on, disrupt, and prevent 

attempts to import, possess, store, transport, develop, or use such devices and materials;  

(b) Continue to enhance the effective integration of nuclear and radiological detection 

capabilities across Federal, State, local, and tribal governments and the private sector 

for a managed, coordinated response; and  

(c) Continue to advance the science of nuclear and radiological detection through an 

aggressive, expedited, evolutionary, and transformational program of research and 

development in such detection technologies.  

(2) To implement the policy set forth in paragraph (1), the Secretary of Homeland Security, 

in coordination with the Secretaries of State, Defense, and Energy, and the Attorney General, 

shall establish a national level Domestic Nuclear Detection Office (DNDO) within the 

Department of Homeland Security. The DNDO shall include personnel from the departments 

of Homeland Security (DHS), Defense (DOD), Energy (DOE), State (DOS), Justice (DOJ), 

and other Federal departments and agencies as appropriate. The Secretary of Homeland 

Security shall have authority, direction, and control over the DNDO as provided in section 

102 (a) (2) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002. The DNDO shall:  

(a) Serve as the primary entity in the United States Government to further develop, 

acquire, and support the deployment of an enhanced domestic system to detect and 

report on attempts to import, possess, store, transport, develop, or use an unauthorized 

nuclear explosive device, fissile material, or radiological material in the United States, 

and improve that system over time; 



(b) Enhance and coordinate the nuclear detection efforts of Federal, State, local, and 

tribal governments and the private sector to ensure a managed, coordinated response;  

(c) Establish, with the approval of the Secretary of Homeland Security and in 

coordination with the Attorney General and the Secretaries of Defense and Energy, 

additional protocols and procedures for use within the United States to ensure that the 

detection of unauthorized nuclear explosive devices, fissile material, or radiological 

material is promptly reported to the Attorney General, the Secretaries of Defense, 

Homeland Security, and Energy, and other appropriate officials or their respective 

designees for appropriate action by law enforcement, military, emergency response, or 

other authorities;  

(d) Develop, with the approval of the Secretary of Homeland Security and in 

coordination with the Attorney General and the Secretaries of State, Defense, and 

Energy, an enhanced global nuclear detection architecture with the following 

implementation:  

(i) the DNDO will be responsible for the implementation of the domestic portion 

of the global architecture;  

(ii) the Secretary of Defense will retain responsibility for implementation of DOD 

requirements within and outside the United States;  

and (iii) the Secretaries of State, Defense, and Energy will maintain their 

respective responsibilities for policy guidance and implementation of the portion 

of the global architecture outside the United States, which will be implemented 

consistent with applicable law and relevant international arrangements;  

(e) Conduct, support, coordinate, and encourage an aggressive, expedited, evolutionary, 

and transformational program of research and development efforts to support the policy 

set forth in paragraph (1);  

(f) Support and enhance the effective sharing and use of appropriate information 

generated by the intelligence community, law enforcement agencies, counterterrorism 

community, other government agencies, and foreign governments, as well as provide 

appropriate information to these entities; and  

(g) Further enhance and maintain continuous awareness by analyzing information from 

all DNDO mission-related detection systems.  

(3) To ensure the success of DNDO efforts in support of the policy, the Secretaries of State, 

Defense, Energy, and Homeland Security, and the Attorney General shall:  

(i) determine and provide appropriate nuclear, scientific, and other expertise to 

the DNDO; 

(ii) participate within the DNDO in jointly developing and coordinating detection 

and response guidance, protocols, and training for Federal. State, local, and tribal 

officials;  



(iii) participate within the DNDO in jointly developing and coordinating the 

global nuclear detection architecture; and  

(iv) where appropriate, participate in the conduct of research and development for 

nuclear detection.  

(4) The Secretary of Energy shall lead the development of nonproliferation research and 

development and, where appropriate, make available dual-use counter-proliferation and 

counter-terrorism nuclear detection research and development to DNDO and other entities 

and officials to support the development of the domestic nuclear and radiological detection 

system. The Secretary of Energy will make maximum appropriate use of DNDO research, 

development, test and evaluation programs, and procedures for deploying equipment, taking 

due account of foreign sensitivities. The Secretary of Energy shall also report information 

related to detection events to the DNDO. Nothing in this Directive shall be construed to limit 

or otherwise affect any of the authorities or responsibilities of the Secretary of Energy under 

any statute, regulation, or executive order.  

(5) The Secretary of Defense shall consult with the Secretary of Homeland Security on all 

aspects of the DNDO to ensure efficiencies, interoperability, and sharing of innovative 

concepts and operational procedures designed to protect the United States. Nothing in this 

Directive shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect the authority of the Secretary of 

Defense over the Department of Defense, including the chain of command for military forces 

from the President as Commander in Chief, to the Secretary of Defense, to the commanders 

of the combatant commands, or military command and control procedures.  

(6) The Attorney General shall coordinate with the Secretary of Homeland Security on all 

aspects of DNDO's global nuclear detection architecture, particularly as they relate to the 

development of response guidance protocols and training for Federal, State, local, and tribal 

law enforcement and information sharing activities. Nothing in this Directive shall be 

construed to impair or otherwise affect the authority of the Attorney General as stated in 

Homeland Security Presidential Directive/HSPD-5, "Management of Domestic Incidents," of 

February 28, 2003.  

(7) The Secretary of State shall coordinate with the Secretary of Homeland Security on all 

aspects of DNDO's global nuclear detection architecture, particularly as they relate to 

overseas detection and reporting activities and to the formulation and implementation of U.S. 

foreign policy.  

(8) The Director of National Intelligence (DNI) shall coordinate with the Secretary of 

Homeland Security on all aspects of DNDO's global nuclear detection architecture. The DNI 

also shall ensure the timely dissemination to the DNDO of all radiological, nuclear, and 

related threats to the United States and other intelligence information relevant to the support, 

development, and maintenance of the global nuclear detection architecture and related 

efforts. Functions assigned by this Directive to the DNI shall be performed by the Director of 

Central Intelligence until the first DNI is appointed by the President.  

(9) This Directive shall be implemented in a manner consistent with applicable law, including 

the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, the Homeland Security Act of 2002, and the National 

Security Act of 1947 (all as amended), and presidential guidance, and subject to the 



availability of appropriations. Nothing in this Directive alters, or impedes the ability to carry 

out, existing authorities or responsibilities of department and agency heads to perform their 

responsibilities under law and consistent with applicable legal authorities and presidential 

guidance. With regard to nuclear search activities, nothing in this Directive alters in any way 

existing directives, responsibilities, and roles. This Directive is intended only to improve the 

internal management of the executive branch of the Federal Government, and it is not 

intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable 

at law or in equity, against the United States, its departments, agencies, entities, officers, 

employees, or any other person.  

(10) Within 120 days after the date of this Directive, and thereafter not less than annually, the 

Secretary of Homeland Security shall report to me through the Assistant to the President for 

Homeland Security and the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs on the 

implementation of this Directive, including an assessment of the effectiveness of DNDO and 

any recommendations for additional enhancements or efforts. The initial implementation 

report shall include  

(a) the plans for integrated program and budget planning between the appropriate 

agencies needed to properly execute the DNDO responsibilities and  

(b) a joint staffing plan for the DNDO.  
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